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While each year brings its own
unique challenges and successes,
the Northwest Sarcoma Foundation
continues to be steadfast in its
mission to be a haven for those
facing sarcoma in the PNW.

HELPING PATIENTS
AND FAMILIES FIND
HOPE, EDUCATION,
AND SUPPORT.

“My favorite part was to know that this
foundation exist to help bring a little bit of
joy and support to patients at all levels.
Truly felt sense of community!”

- Caregiver

Programs Details Outcome

Jenna & Bob
Ortblad HELP$
Grants

Care
Packages

Researcher
Update
Nights

Unrestricted
funds for patients
in treatment.

Packages for
patients & those
who have lost
someone.

Presentations on
the latest Sarcoma
research.

Financial support during
treatment. 

Items to provide support
during treatment. 

Education by researchers
on the latest in layman‘s
terms. 

384

250

201

2025

Patient
Education
Nights

Presentations on
relevant topics
by experts.

Education on important
aspects of the cancer
journey. 

58

Casual Chat Peer support group
for Sarcoma
patients.

Provide support and hope
for and by those on a
similar journey. 

73

Community
Fun Events

Events to bring
together the
Sarcoma
Community.

Bring together a
community of support and
hope. 

127

Grants

Packages

Views

Views

Attendees

Registrants



THE YEAR
IN REVIEW
2025 was a year defined by
momentum, innovation, and renewed
commitment to the sarcoma
community. Guided by our motto to
ensure that no one faces sarcoma
alone, the Northwest Sarcoma
Foundation embraced change while
expanding the ways we educate,
support, and connect those affected
by this rare cancer.

We launched our Dare to C.A.R.E.
about the Rare campaign to elevate
sarcoma awareness across the
Pacific Northwest. This initiative
reinforced the importance of
recognizing sarcoma early,
advocating for specialized care, and
standing together as a community in
support of patients and families.

In 2025, we provided a record
number of Help$ patient support
grants and care packages, offering
direct financial relief and comfort to
individuals navigating treatment. The
need for this support continues to
grow, and we anticipate an even
greater demand in the coming year,
underscoring both the impact and
importance of this program.

As we close 2025 and prepare to
mark 30 years of service, we do so
with gratitude, determination, and
hope. Together, we are changing the
sarcoma story, one patient, one
provider, and one community at a
time.

Through a grant provided by OHSU, we
brought together over 50 Help$ Grant
sarcoma patients and survivors on a
boat cruise. Learning and sharing with
our sarcoma community.

Summer Highlight

Glass artist, Minhi England, shared her
talents again this winter to create a
NWSF navy blue globe ornament. 25
people from across the U.S. and abroad
ordered these one-of-a-kind pieces.

Winter Highlight

Portland Dragonslayer Fantasy Dash &
Strut saw an increase in attendees,
surpassing prior to COVID numbers.

Autumn Highlight

Executive Director, Jo McNeal, attended
the Sarcoma Patient Advocacy Global
Network conference. It was the first time
the conference was held in the US. Over
10 different countries were represented
in an effort to collaborate for sarcoma
across the globe.

Spring Highlight

2025



2026 Research Awardee -Dr. Jianguo Huang 
Providence Health & Services - Oregon

Since 2011 over $390K awarded in Research Grants

2025

2025 Annual Sarcoma Patient
Advocacy Global Network

conference. Representing over 10
countries focused on sarcoma

advocacy.

NW Sarcoma Foundation received 2
trademarks in 2025. The dragon tail
yellow ribbon and “Dare to C.A.R.E.

about the Rare.”
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Thank you, donors!CORPORATE PARTNERS
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Steve & Liz McCarthy 
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Anonymous x 1

TRANSFORMATIONAL DONORS

$4,999 - $2,500
Anonymous x 2

Kathleen Concannon
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Judith Guy
Susan Heimel

Kaiser Permanente Oregon &
SW Washington
Edward Kim, MD

Oregon Health & Science
University

Seattle Children’s Hospital

Contact Board of Directors
Michael Lillie, President
Nick Casillas, Vice President
Elana Emlen, Secretary
John Anderson, Treasurer
Mike Bell
Bella May
Jeremy Sharib, MD
Greta Underhill, PhD
Michael Wagner, MD

We thank you for your continued support in our
efforts to support the sarcoma community.

Acknowledgements

Warrior $10KChampion $15K Knight $5K
Immunome
Parabalis

Corporate Partne

$2,499 - $1,000 
Anonymous x 2
John Anderson
ARCHitextures
Joshua Axelrod
Claire Carder
Chris Carter

Anita & George Davis
Fred Hutch Cancer Center

Tim Foss
Deborah Gates

Dean Hall
Jennifer Hamilton

Betty Heycke
Laurie Hise
Ken Kieffer

Diane Midkiff
Porsche Club of America

Cascade Region
Retail Lockbox, Inc.

Megan Smith
Meir & Claire Stampfer
Timothy Teslow, MD
Harry Westerholm

Marcia Westerholm
Michele & Chris Westerholm

Ethyln Willett

Anonymous x 5
Mike Bell
Jim Bott

Jean Butcher
Nicholas Casillas

Costumed Characters 
for Causes

Arthur Furukawa
Jennifer Grant

James Hayden, MD
Chabella May
Chris Melton
Olivia Norville
Bob Ortblad

Pledgeling Foundation
Colin & Sue Stewart

Debbie Turner
Michael Wagner, MD

$999 - $500

Ultimate Champion $20K

$499 - $250 cont.
Denise Eckstine
Daniel Effland
Elana Emlen

Brooke Erickson
Mimi Gan

Cathy Gregg
Stephanie Hughes

Brandi Jones
Hagen Kennecke

Cathy Knight
Lee Knightly

Leslie Lagomarsino
Debbra Larson

Elizabeth Lawlor, MD
Joe Lopez
Marc Mayo
Jo McNeal

Kimberly McNeer
John Merrill-Steskal
Christopher Moran

Jocelyn O’Brien
Roxana Pardo Garcia

Julie Perkins
Robert Potts
Scott Rimer

Jesse Roberts, MD
Karin Ryan

$499 - $250 cont.
Dana Sacks

Brian Samuels, MD
Ron Sata

Jeremy Sharib, MD
Trishia Shelly-Stephens

Catherine Short
Kim & Dave Weinmeister
Mary Kay Weinmeister

Willard West
Elizabeth Williams

In-Kind Impact
All the businesses to the

fundraisers raffles
Adaptimmune

Anonymous x 1
4-Imprint

Blazing Bagels
Jimmy Anderegg

Bri Cheshire
Dave’s Killer Bread

Minhi England
Eternal Water

Fred Hutch Cancer Center
General Mills

Gray Barn
Inhibrx

Kaiser Permanente
Michael Lillie

Pratt Fine Arts Center
John Sharvin

Skinny Dipped
Megan Stejlas
The Fire DJ’s

$499 - $250
Anonymous x 3
Shannon Buono

Gerri Casillas
Alison Childs
Helyn Corcos

Martin de Vrieze
Gary DeGregorio

mailto:info@nwsarcoma.org

